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The new edition of Professor P. J. Blok's Gesckiedenis van het Neder-
landsche Volk, of which we noticed the first volume last year (xxviii. 189),
has now advanced to a second (Leyden: Sijthoff, s.a.), which reaches
nearly the first half of the old vol. iv. The present division of the material
is an improvement, as it enables the author to include in one volume the
whole of the classical period of Dutch history from 1559 to 1648. He has
carefully revised the work and taken account of the recent literature of
the subject; and his biographical notes and references are extremely
useful. C.

Elizabethan Rogues and Vagabonds (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913),
by Frank Aydelotte, forms the first volume of the Oxford Historical and
Literary Studies, edited by Professor Firth and Professor Raleigh. I t is
an admirable opening volume. Mr. Aydelotte has set himself the task
of ' piecing together historical and literary material', so as to make ' as
complete a picture as possible' of the life of his sixteenth-century scoun-
drels, and he has succeeded. An excellent instance of his research is to be
found in Appendix v, in which he tabulates eighteen of the notable rogues,
named in Harman's Caveat for Cotnmon Cursetors, whose punishments he
has been able to trace in the Domestic State Papers and the Middlesex
Sessions Bolls. Central and local records have provided him with Proctor's
licences, forged passports, the London Orders of 1517 for restraining
vagabonds and beggars, and licences for Jacobean gaming-houses. He is
able to connect the transformation of rogue pamphlets, which occurred
about the close of the century, with the success of the Elizabethan poor-law
administration in putting an end to the grosser and more picturesque types
of vagabondage. With the cessation of the raw material the pamphlets
become mere plagiarisms from the vivid, first-hand narratives of Harman,
Greene, and other less famous Elizabethan students of roguery. Starting
with an adequate account of the origin of sixteenth-century vagabondage,
Mr. Aydelotte passes to the Art of Begging, and deals with all the vagabond
types—' upright men,' ' Abraham men,'' counterfeit cranks,' ' palliards,'
and what not. There is a particularly interesting discussion of beggars'
licences—genuine and forged—in this section. Next comes the more
fftTnilinT question of the laws against vagabonds. Perhaps the freshest
part of this chapter is the well annotated discussion of the whipping-
campaign, which began in 1569. Chapter iv deals with the art of conny-
catching, that is, the endless devices of the London sharpers, dice-swindlers,
and cutpurses who practised their craft mainly on the country gallant
so well known in Elizabethan and Jacobean drama. Mr. Aydelotte shows
how the gambling spirit of the age and the royal protection of ' unlawful
games' defeated the special laws and proclamations directed against these
evils, whereas determined administration made the vagabond laws effective.
He rounds off a finished and well-balanced study with a literary history
of the Rogue Pamphlets. J. H. C.

The inquisition was first established in the Canaries in 1504, and just
100 years later Philip III engaged by the treaty of London that no English
subjects should be molested on the score of religion. Miss L. de Alberti
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